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NEW BRITAIN – Central 
Connecticut State University along 
with the local Chinese community 
showed its festive side despite the 
cold, wintry weather as it celebrated 
the commencement of the Chinese 
New Year this past Saturday.

The gala, which was held in 
Herbert D. Welte Hall, was attended 
by an estimated 1,000 guests and 
featured many local and national 
groups that depicted traditional 
Chinese customs and performances. 
Some of these performers included 
the All Connecticut Chinese Chorus, 
the Xi Wang Dance Company, 
male tenor Yong Dong Chen, and 
representatives from the New York 
Chinese Traditional Art Center. 

Maoxiang Ma, Associate 
Director of CCSU’s Confucius 
Institute, said that the event 
showed an appreciation of the 
Chinese community as well as its 
economic development. Ma said 
“it is wonderful” to see the younger 
Chinese generation partaking in the 
gala proceedings and was very fond 
of the Beijing opera performances.

In a VIP meeting before the 
main gala event, CCSU president 

Jack Miller announced that he was 
“very happy” with the number of 
guests that were present and was 
looking forward to the even larger 
showing at the gala.

The Chinese New Year, also 
known as the Spring Festival, follows 
the Chinese calendar system and is 
celebrated by Chinese communities 
worldwide. There has been some 
debate over the type of animal that 
actually represents the new year 
as the Chinese language classifies 
both sheep and ram under the same 
word, yang.

According to Chunjuan Zhao, 
a professor for Confucius Institute, 
the Chinese New Year is more 
closely related to holydays such as 
Thanksgiving. Zhao explained that 
during this time, Chinese families 
typically reunite in their hometowns 
and a visit to grandparents is 
customary amongst most families. 
In addition, Zhao added that the 
celebration lasts for a month and 
firecrackers are heard on a regular 
basis throughout the Chinese 
streets.
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